the personal and subversive truths of his own inner existence.
Rousseau's Confessions, although secretly admired by a few,
were commonly viewed as self indulgent, unwholesome and
corrupting to the moral order. In a symposium of essays, Ap-
proaches to Victorian Autobiography, Phyllis Grosskurth claims:

The typical Victorian autobiographer was acutely aware of his
audience. A mutual complicity shaped the genre, and language became
a screen to shelter the vulnerable egos of writers and readers alike*u

When we examine Father and Son (published only a few
years after the Victorian period had technically closed) we will
need to bear this judgement in mind; we will, at times, need to
lift the language screen to sec what inner drama lies behind it,
what emotions it is consciously or unconsciously intended to
conceal. It is vital to our understanding of the book to com-
prehend the conditions in which Victorian autobiography (and
biography) was expected to function.

In editing a version of Count Carlo Gobi's autobiography
during the Victorian period, John Addington Symonck
decided to expunge * those passages and phrases which might
have caused offence to some of my readers*.15 Edmund Gosse
himself in a review of a new translation of Montaigne's essays
(essays which in their own way formed during the early Re-
naissance a magnificent assertion of autobiographical under-
standing) wrote:

Montaigne, living in an age when speech was free, frequently
touches upon subjects of delicacy. He is never morbid or offensive,
but he is sometimes outspoken. At such moments, without any em-
phasis, Mr Ives simply allows his author to retain his own native
speech until he ceases to be discreet. No method could be more
praiseworthy.16

The implication is that the Victorian age is not free; subjects of
delicacy have to be veiled. We constantly stumble across a
sense of restriction in the matter of personal communication.
Of Walter Pater, Gosse writes 'his faith [in the human race}
was never positive, nor would he trust it to read his secret